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See INA 222(b);  

INA 222(b) 

Every alien applying for an immigrant visa shall present a valid unexpired passport 
or other suitable travel document, or document of identity and nationality, if such 

document is required under the regulations issued by the Secretary of State. The 
immigrant shall furnish to the consular officer with his application a copy of a 

certification by the appropriate police authorities stating what their records show 
concerning the immigrant; a certified copy of any existing prison record, military 

record, and record of his birth; and a certified copy of all other records or 
documents concerning him or his case which may be required by the consular 

officer.  The copy of each document so furnished shall be permanently attached to 

the application and become a part thereof.  In the event that the immigrant 
establishes to the satisfaction of the consular officer that any document or record 

required by this subsection is unobtainable, the consular officer may permit the 
immigrant to submit in lieu of such document or record other satisfactory evidence 

of the fact to which such document or record would, if obtainable, pertain.  All 
immigrant visa applications shall be reviewed and adjudicated by a consular 

officer.  

See also 22 CFR 42.65 Supporting documents. 

b. Basic documents required.  An alien applying for an immigrant visa shall be 
required to furnish, if obtainable: A copy of a police certificate or certificates; a 

certified copy of any existing prison record, military record, and record of birth; 
and a certified copy of all other records or documents which the consular officer 

considers necessary. 

c.  Definitions.  

(5)  Other records or documents include any records or documents establishing 

the applicant's relationship to a spouse or children, if any, and any records 
or documents pertinent to a determination of the applicant's identity, 

classification, or any other matter relating to the applicant's visa eligibility. 


